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Islam and Sexuality in Contemporary Malaysia

TAWADA Hiroshi

The aim of this paper is to show how Islam is practiced in modern society through an
analysis of Islamic doctrine and the circumstances surrounding sexual diversity with special
reference to Muslim-majority Malaysia. After a brief introduction, section 2 considers Islamic
doctrine concerning sexuality. Contrary to the traditional interpretation of Islamic doctrine
that sees sexual diversity negatively, in recent years the new interpretation that accepts
sexual diversity has come to appear. Section 3 details the "control’ of sexuality by the pro-
Islamic Malaysian government based on the traditional approach to sexual diversity. In
Malaysia, sexual minorities are usually criticized and criminalized on grounds of Islam, and
thereby it is aimed to fix the sexuality of Muslims in accordance with traditional doctrinal
interpretation. Section 4 analyses concretely three cases in which Islamic value has been
challenged by the advocacy of sexual minorities' rights. In each case the rights of sexual
minorities are not accepted in the name of Islam. In the final section the reasons why Islamic

doctrine acts so influentially over sexuality of Muslims are described in hypothetical.
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