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The Male Images and the Endings in Japanese
and Chinese Tales of “tanabata”

ZHANG Yu

Japanese and Chinese tales of “tennin nyobé” (a heavenly wife), have various types. I will take the
type “tanabata” as the research subject. It has been believed that Japanese and Chinese versions
have the same endings: the man and his wife meet on the seventh of July every year. However, by
examining the details of the tales, we recognize that the Japanese tales end sadly and negatively,
while the Chinese tales end happily and positively. The difference is in how the men act and what
they say. Therefore, this article focuses on these differences. Comparing the narrators’ specific
descriptions of the men’s actions and words will clarify that in Japanese tales, men are shiftless,
silly, and coldhearted, whereas, in Chinese tales, they are brave and compassionate.
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