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7 James Walsh. The Global 100 Time’s roster of young leaders for the new millennium.
TIME, 1994,144 (23) ,pp.26-51. 3REIZBET 23O B UIR O LBV, THeis
China’s first truly independent filmmaker. Barely a teenager when the Cultural
Revolution ended in 1976, ZHANGYUAN rejected a job in 1989 at a military-backed
studio in Beijing after his graduation from the prestigious Beijing Film Academy and
went on to make three gritty contemporary films on shoestring budgets. All dealt with
the social margins: Mama, about the hardships of bearing handicapped children; Beijing
Bastards, which dealt with alienated musicians and artists; and Square, his latest, a
subtly subversive documentary that indirectly refers viewers to the 1989 democracy
movement in Tiananmen Square. The government has not permitted Zhang's films to be
screened in China, and technically he is barred from his calling. But with financial
support from private sources, he continues planning new movies. His next depicts
China's homosexuals, whose very existence has long been denied by the government. “1
like to emphasize the people who get marginalized,” Zhang says, “because they are the

ones we try to forget.” |
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