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Construction and Destruction of
Yuqgingzhaoyinggong:

change of the political culture between the Zhenzong era and the
Renzong(Liutaihou) era of the Song Dynasty

Kazuo KUBOTA

Zhenzong's authority was undermined because of his conclusion of a peace treaty
with the Khitan Empire in 1004. Tianshu (the Heavenly Texts) was therefore forfeited,
and it was ordered that a ritual be performed at Taishan to worship Heaven. Yuqing-
zhaoyinggong was the newly built facility in the capital for enshrining Tianshu.
Construction of Yuqingzhaoyinggong, a huge Taoist temple, took seven years to
complete. Note that this building had become symbolic of the political culture of the
Zhenzong era. After its completion, rituals were often performed here and elsewhere
across the country, and this Taoist temple was positioned as the head temple. In each
province, Tianqgingguan, i.e. Taoist temples, were established; these provincial temples
played the role of Zhaoyinggong for the provinces. Further, the rituals were
performed not only in the many Taoist temples but also in households across the coun-
try. It is true that this was a system for national integration.

However, it became well-known by the end of the Zhenzong era that Tianshu was
coined, and after the demise of Zhenzong, Tianshu was buried in the vicinity of his
mausoleum. Following this, Yuqgingzhaoyinggong came to lose its significance, and at
the beginning of the Renzong era when Liutaihou served as Regent, it happened that
Yuqgingzhaoyinggong was reduced to ruins by a lightening storm. This was just 15
years after its completion. Though Liutaihou, the Empress of Zhenzong, tried to
rebuild it, her bureaucrats forced her to abandon her efforts by using correlative
cosmology created on the basis of the new Confucianism that is characteristic of the
period of Song. This correlative cosmology insisted that Heaven could interfere with
the Emperor’s authority, and hence was different from the idea handed down from
Han dynasties that the changes in Heaven are directly connected with happenings on
the lower world. The period of vicissitudes from Zhenzong to Renzong was also the
age when various thoughts peculiar to the political culture of scholar-bureaucrats
flourished. In the Renzong era, the Emperor had a relatively weak authority and the
Song political culture was formed wherein the school of bureaucrats made political
decisions after lively discussions among themselves. The collapse of Yuqingzhaoying-
gong as the outcome of a struggle for power was an epochal event telling us of the
coming new age.

Keywords : Yuqingzhaoyinggong, Song Dynasty, political culture, correlative cosmol-
ogy
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