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Changing Youth Employment Status and Life Style
in Osaka City:

from the "Young People’'s Work and Life Style Survey"

Ryushi UCHIDA, Masayuki KANNO

Since the 1990's employment conditions, particularly for young people, have become
increasingly severe. Until the 1980's the Japanese employment system essentially
guaranteed youth permanent employment. However, with the change of industrial
structure, many businesses have replaced permanent employees with non-permanent
ones. As a result, the proportion of young people either without work or in
non-permanent positions is increasing. Fewer and fewer young people are able to
achieve a future up until now recognized as normal or "adult,' i.e. graduate from
school, get married, and raise children. In recent years, "social exclusion" problems
facing young people, such as the expansion of the working poor and impoverished
classes, have grown more dire, and there is a growing awareness of the need to
provide support to young people.

This article aims to outline forms of social exclusion facing contemporary young
people, using data from a survey conducted by Osaka city in August of 2006, entitled
the "Young People's Work and Life Style Survey," to describe the lives and diversity
of young people in Osaka (for example, we examine the numbers of students, perma-
nent and non-permanent employees, married women working part-time, full-time
housewives, and people without jobs). Our analysis confirms the increased number of
young people in non-permanent positions, and the tendency for people either without
jobs or in non-permanent positions to be excluded from social networks and leisure
activities. The retreat of stable employment not only causes economic impoverish-
ment, it also contributes to the entrenchment of poverty, robbing young people of
their aspirations for the future and excluding them from cultural and social networks.
As long as there is no outside intervention for the men and women facing such forms
of social exclusion, it is highly possible that poverty and social inequality will be repro-
duced into future generations.

We should note that the survey we use here was conducted in 2006, three years into
an economic boom. Since the "Lehman Shock" of September 2008, Japanese society has
faced an employment crisis. We are still in need of careful analysis of changes in macro
industrial structure and the labor market as well as of the effects of those changes on
the lives and jobs of young people.

Keywords : Osaka city, Young people, Employment status, Life style, Social exclusion
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