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The Structure of Temple Society
in Early Modern Shitennoji

Tatsuhiro YAMASAKI

In recent years, historical research on early modern cities has undergone a marked
development. In particular, research on giant castle towns, such as Edo, Kyoto, and
Osaka, has advanced dramatically. A portion of that research has focused on the soci-
eties that developed around large urban shrines and temples. According to that resear-
ch, large temples and shrines served as poles which organized, integrated and structured
the various micro-societies that existed within large castle towns. In this article, I ex-
amined the structure of the micro-society that developed around early modern Osaka’s
Shitennoji Temple. Through that examination, I elucidated the following points.

The first point concerns the spatial structure of Shitennoji Temple and the sur-
rounding community. Shitennoji was located in Tennoji Village, but Tennoji Village
was composed of territories under the control of Shitennoji Temple and territories
under shogunal control. Furthermore, both types of territory existed in an intermingled
form. A wall encircled Shitennoji Temple. The temple’s spatial structure can be divided
into three parts. First, the core of that structure was the temple grounds, or keidai. It
was where the various temple halls and sub-temples were located. Second, there was
gate-front community, or monzen, which surrounded Shitennoji Temple. Third, there
were the lands under temple control, or jiryo, which also surrounded the temple, but
were located further out than the gate-front community.

The second point concerns the mode of existence of the association of monks that st
ood at the core of the temple’s organizational structure. Throughout the early modern
period, two groups, the Junibo and Akinobo, formed the core of Shitennoji’s associa-
tion of monks. As I elucidated in this article, the manner of existence of the temple’s
association of monks was codified in a set of regulations from Keian 5. The association
was structured according to an order based on the year of each monk’s Buddhist con-
firmation. However, lands under temple control were partitioned equitably and rela-
tions within the association were non-hierarchical. In addition, through an analysis of
the modes of existence of the temple’s neophytes and subordinates, I demonstrated the
manner in which monks attempted to preserve the temple’s association of monks in the
form of the junibo.

Lastly, in an effort to understand the character of the employed attached to the
temple, I examined the character of Shitennoji’s functionaries, or kunin. In terms of
status, kunin were officially classified as farmers. However, they were required to
perform various duties at the time of Buddhist ceremonies and sermons and received
annual rice stipends from Shitennoji Temple. In the article, I showed that among the
kunin there were individuals who served as elders in the community in which the kunin
lived.

Keyword : large urban shrines and temples, Shitennoji, Syuto, Akino-bo, Kunin
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