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The Development and Social Transformations Within
the Peripheral Areas of City in Modern Osaka

Katsuhiko SHIMADA

The author is engaged in research which focuses on the modern city of Osaka and
its peripheral areas from the enterprise boom of the late 1880s through World War 1.
The research further explores transformations in local society throughout the history
of Japanese capitalism. This paper reveals the author’s underlying approach, which
forms the premise for later publications of empirical research.

At the start of the Modern Period the scope of urban Osaka was limited to traditio-
nal downtown areas; however, the City incorporated adjoining towns and villages which
surrounded these traditional downtown areas in order to secure space for capitalist
industrial production. In modern Osaka, a multi-layered spatial configuration was
formed through the expansion of the traditional downtown area located at its core from
the early modern period and the urbanization of peripheral farming villages, which
occurred as factories were established and population flowed into the area. The con-
tinued development of Osaka City’s peripheral areas following the Japanese-Sino and
Japanese-Russo Wars was accompanied by an accumulation of social contradiction, and
the expansion of capitalism during World War I caused urban social issues to erupt,
resulting in the rice riots.

The author’s underlying approach to understanding the social transformations within
Osaka City and its peripheral areas involves: (1) considering various classes of workers,
including those working in the heavy industrial enterprises responsible for capitalist
industrial production, and their families, as urban residents, therefore revealing their
historical characteristics and objective states, and (2) revealing the spatial configura-

tion of the area while focusing on the social dynamics of land possession and use.

Keywords : the modern city of Osaka, local society, development, various classes of

workers, land possession and use
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