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Yoshiaki Ashikaga, Nobunaga Oda and Rural Society
in the Outskirts of Kyoto : A Case Study at Osumi Estate
of Donge-in Nunnery in Yamashiro Province

Nana KAWAMOTO

Recent progress in Shogunate studies has shown that the Shogun Ashikaga Yoshiaki period (from
September 1568 to July 1573) is a “double government”. However, the following can be suggested as
problems for such theories: One is the lack of historical continuity, the second is attention to only the
relationship between Yoshiaki and Nobunaga. What matters is the various human relationships in socie-
ty and humans’ behavior.

In the Osumi Estate of Donge-in Nunnery, the traditional view is the rivalry between Yoshiaki, who
made an invasion of the estate, and Nobunga, who protected the estates.

However, as a result of detailed investigations of historical materials, there was found an underlying
cause for the case. That is the clashes between Donge-in Nunnery,the lords of the estate, and the local
powers. This cause is not temporary nor only the relationship between Yoshiaki and Nobunaga. The case
of Osumi Estate is an accurate description of the response of the official authority to a confused situa-
tion.

There has not been much study from such a viewpoint, when we consider the relationship between
Yoshiaki and Nobunaga. I introduce only one case in this paper, but we can imagine a rich vision of the

society of the 15-16th century by accumulating such cases.

Keywords : Yoshiaki Ashikaga, Nobunaga Oda, rural society, Osumi Estate, Donge-in Nunnery
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