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Changing Features in Chinese Shrine Cults
around the Song Period

Kohichi MATSUMOTO

Chinese popular religions associated with shrines have recently attracted the
attention of historians who not only study Chinese religious history but also
social and economic history. The Song period is the starting point when the
so-called religious system in Old China began to be composed. Many elements
in Chinese popular religions which can be seen at the present time have their
origins in the Song period. In this paper's first chapter I consider briefly the
transformation from ancient sha (f1) to shrines. In the second chapter some
characteristic gods in Southern China who originated from furied souls are
considered and these issues are discussed as to the popular belief backgrounds
of faith in these gods, their legends, and the roles of popular priests in shaping
faith in them, festivals at their shrines, and the religious organizations of these
shrines which constructed them and performed annual festivals. In the third
chapter City Gods (IkF2) beliefs are considered. The local governor's faith in
the Song period, the characteristics of City Gods in the Song period appearing
in the records of Yi-jian zhi (2E%7&) and in the documents issued in the Taoist
Rites, the effects of the hierarchy of City Gods appearing in the documents of
Taoist Rites on the hierarchy of City Gods coded in the imperial edicts of Ming
Hong-wu di (GHE&R7E) , the role of City Gods at the worship of unrelated and
revengeful ghosts and the transformation of this worship and City Gods’
shrines in the Ming period are all discussed.

Keywords : Chinese shrines in Song period, popular belief in ghosts,

annual festivals at shrines, organization of festivals, City Gods

142



	14-4-11
	111E0000014-4-11

