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Zhen (85) Society in Premodern China as
the Records of Temples:

Revealed 1n

Nanxun Fd# zhen in the Southern Song K Period

Takashi SUE

When people gather together to create places to live, be they large cities or
rural hamlets, some sort of order is essential. A major distinguishing feature of
Chinese society since the Song period has been that not only have regional
towns (zhen), or spontaneously formed settlements and rural townships that
evolved at strategic points in the traffic network, developed to a remarkable
degree with advancing urbanization, but in addition Confucianist ideology was
reinforced and penetrated to the innermost parts of local society, and
candidates for the civil service examinations, degree holders, and former
officials who had returned home on retirement came to be recognized as leaders
of local society. This raises the question of what sort of autonomous order these
leaders of local society attempted to establish in zhen society during the Song
period, which marked the emergence of these new social phenomena.

In this paper I shall focus primarily on ancestral temples, which in
premodern China were the most immediate focal point of the local inhabitants’
beliefs and played a crucial role in the formation of identity in community
cohesion, and by analyzing the relevant sources, chiefly inscriptions, I hope to
shed light on order in zhen society as seen from temples. Since it is impossible
to deal with all zhen in this paper, I shall concentrate in particular on the
formative period of Nanxun zhen, a typical early zhen in an advanced region
that still exists and has its roots in the Southern Song period.

Keywords @ Zhen Society, Local Elites, Order, the Records of Temples,

premodern China
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