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The Possibility and Problems when Making
“the Kyoto Prefectural Library and
Archives” into Digital Archives

Makoto GoTO

This paper describes the usefulness and problems at the time of applying
EAD in the case of digital-archiving modern administration data. EAD (Encoded
Archival Description) is the set of the metadata for archives, such as a document
hall and the Public Record Office common to the world. Especially in this paper,
the Kyoto-fu archives possessed by the Kyoto synthesis archives were used as an
application example of EAD. Based on this example, historical data, including
modern administration data, were made into metadata, and the possibility of
converting it to the digital archives for circulating database creation and in time
and space was described. Examination was added focusing on the argument of
how to use especially metadata at that time. Consequently, it became clear that
there was a portion with EAD able to describe structure and a very difficult
portion. It was difficult to describe structure as digitized data in the example by
which especially the medium and the contents are not equivalent by 1 to 1. This
does not show directly that EAD is not useful. However, it is shown that EAD
can not describe the structure of data neutrally. And by the table of the history
of existing Japan, the point that the item which was contained that naturally
did not exist in the element of EAD etc. became clear. Existing in the table of the
history of Japan, what is not in the element of EAD is shown, and performing
the analysis shows that it is a human science and that it is especially possible for
an understanding of the data analysis of history.

Keywords : digital archive, Kyoto-fu administration document, archives,
research for historical material, EAD
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