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Educational Promotion and Elites in a Local City

in Song & China:
A Case Study of Xinchang #7E& Prefecture

Tomoya YAMAGUCHI

The literati (1= KK) of the Song Dynasty was going to establish a helm
in a district through building various relationships such as marriage and
participating in social work. On the other hand, the local government aimed
to control them through an examination (£}%) and a district school.
The purpose of this paper is to clarify educational activities of local elites
and the maintenance of prefectural schools by the local government,with
Xinchang (#7&) Prefecture as an example.

Regarding the trend of the leading family of Xinchang Prefecture, the
Shi (f7) family’s activity was remarkable. From the Northern Song, they exerted
themselves for educational activities, and produced many examination
elected candidates, whether were family or not. They formed interpersonal
relationships, whether in hometowns or in central politics. In the Southern
Song period, the Xinchang elite families except the Shi family concentrated
on educational the activities too, and built intellectual networks in a private
academy like the Shi family. On the other hand, promotion of prefectural
school was not positive in the Northern Song period. But in the Southern
Song, the Xinchang government promoted the maintenance of prefectural
schools and Confucian rites actively.

With the diffusion of examination in Song society, at the same time,
systematic limits were disclosed that produced enormously, unsuccessful
intellectuals unavoidably. Therefore, it is regarded as a time when the elite
class was formed in district societies. The central government implemented
policies which accommodated them in prefectural schools, and the local
office promoted maintenance of schools to meet their demand. While the
local elite tends to flow into private academies, improvement of prefectural
schools was the measure in order to seat them somehow or other.

Keywords : Xinchang Prefecture, local elite, private academy, prefectural

school, ritural space
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