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Difference in Perception of Matternal Attitude betweeen
Mothers and Their Children (1)
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Summary

This study was designed to furnish informations about differences between mother”
s perceptinn of child rearing attitude and child’s perception of expressed maternal
attitude Subjects consisted of 269 children, from 10 to 15 years of age, and their
mothers. The questionnaire, mother’s form and child’s contained the same question in
variant style, which rating maternal behavior of 10 daily life areas in four attitude
types (democratic, indulgent, autocratic, laissez- faire) , used to measure perception
of maternal attitude, The following results emerged,

1) No significant developmental changes were found in differences between moth-
er’s parception and child’s of maternal attitude, although the differences were grater
in the elder age groﬁp than in the younger age Sex differencees in perceptions of
maternal attitudes in 10 daily life areas were found, The perception of the girls, in
comparison with the boys, resembles closer to that of the mother.

2) Congruences between mother’s and child's perception of attitudes in 10 daily
life areas braught about in a democratic attitude, The discrepances in perceptions
were found in the way in which child perceived mother'’s desirable attitude as a
undesirable one, Such discrepances occurred in both sexes but the tendency was grater
in the girls.

3) Developmentally, the younger group tend to perceiving mother’s democratic
attitude as the autocratic and vice versa, while this tendency varied partially in each

of 10 behavioral areas of daily life.
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