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Introduction
:

"Nagaya" is the Japanese word for "row house" and, in Osaka, the rich h

Dai-Osaka Era that they represent is preserved for posterity. Nagaya is
narrow alleyways replete with seasonal flowers and greenery. Residents are someti

plants or chatting and, in areas where young shop owners opened charm mg cafes 3
‘oung customers walk around with maps and magazmes in hand, or Wander the
speii
T
only a ngle subway station away from Osaka and Tennoji Stations, where massive redevelopme
under way, is relatively unknown across the country. There are groups of citizens in Osaka's Toyosak|
Karahﬁkushlma, Showacho and Nakazakicho districts now working to conserve
This is why OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA was organized. Under the theme "Invitation to |
to open nagaya to multitudes of people and have them experience the rich space
as well as fashionable small businesses operating there.
Overseas, "Open House London," which marked its 23rd year in 2015, pione:
Although the architecture showcased in OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA is mainly nag
similar to London's in that we hope to share with and educate the general pub
tural environment design through a singular event that spotlights architect
tandem with a major global trend. The following is a record of everything from t
to the flow of proceedings, with descriptions of its framework and each site.

Osaka City University
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OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA 2015, which marks its fifth'year showcased 28 nag
sites, 10 more than last year, all open to the public. The event was a success

with a large turnout, and it was a great pleasure %‘xgr’me to take part as Director

of the Administration Office. ol

Each year, under the theme "Invitation to Nagaya Life," OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA "
has shown to the general public the daily life in nagaya. This year, the event left

a deep impression not only on the nagaya itself, but also on the lives of its " »
inhabitants. In fact, many visitors seemed strongly captivated by the way of life B
of the people at each site. | myself was attracted to this lifestyle and learned

many things. Life in a nagaya brings with it not only nostalgia, but also a wealth
of surprises and novelties. The stores are always open, not just during OPEN
NAGAYA OSAKA, so | highly recommend paying a visit. You won't regret it!
OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA is also a place to encounter various people. People who
are considering living in a nagaya, who lived in one in the past, and who love
their feel interact to form networks. Like the OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA events held
in the past, | sincerely hope that future events continue to provide a venue
where people can enjoy themselves, whatever their interests may be, and
connect with one another.

NOMURA Atsumasa, Director of the Administration Office for OPEN NAGAYA
OSAKA 2015
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OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA 2015 was hosted by the Executive Committee and
cosponsored and supported by a study group from Osaka City University and
several other organizations. The Executive Committee in charge of planning
and management consists mainly of nagaya site participants and personnel
from the University, while the Administration Office is composed of graduate
and undergraduate students. Three Executive Committee meetings were held
since the end of June and each site was responsible for the planning and man-
agement of their individual programs. Overall general operations including the
creation of PR materials and schedule adjustments were performed by the
Administration Office, while the Osaka Municipal Housing Information Center
was in charge of tasks such as distributing PR materials and accepting appli-
cations for sites requiring reservations.

The participating sites are loosely connected on a regular basis. For example,
the "Ofukuichi" market held as part of Shimaya Kihei Shop's "Anryu Under One
Roof Project" promoted by Osaka City University's Koike Laboratory boasts
OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA site shops Kuranism Store, Akari Coffee, Nunkui,
Tanpoppo Toshokan & Usasya and Fujino Zoen, among others. Additionally,
participants at an event called "Harumusubi/Akimusubi (Spring & Fall Connec-
tions)" held at Momogaike-Nagaya include Momogaike-Nagaya, Cafe "Tsu-
ki-no-Wa," Fujino Zoen and Kuranism Store. In addition to these events, many
other sites collaborate regularly.

We also saw Executive Committee members inviting nagaya resident acquain-
tances to participate in the event next year. The network is expanding sponta-
neously and autonomously.

OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA is an event that forms a network among sites and
opens them all at once to the public. A special feature of the OPEN NAGAYA
OSAKA network that sets us apart from other cities is the organic gathering of
people with special feelings for nagaya who play a role in its conservation and
utilization.
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The future of OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA

In 2015, we hosted the fifth annual OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA and got a lot of positive feedback. Visitors
increased considerably from a little over 1,000 in the previous year to an estimated 2,000 this time. While the
doubling of sites played a large role, it has become a mainstay event among the residents of Osaka. On the
day of the event, we saw people with maps walking past us and showing each other the way around as we
got closer to the area.

The goal of OPEN NAGAYA is to uncover successful examples of nagaya conservation and utilization efforts,
and spread awareness of its charm and appeal in order to promote further conservation and utilization. We
need to keep in mind that nagaya is a space, a stage and a vehicle. The power and charm of the space is
certainly important, but even more so are the lives and occupations of the people who live there. In other
words, their lifestyles and those who support them are the essence of these quaint structures. When people
take action, things happen.

OPEN NAGAYA seeks to build momentum so that those involved including owners, residents, those seeking
to move into nagaya, specialists and business operators feel fulfilled in the world of nagaya conservation and
utilization, and can smile and move forward hand in hand.

There are many challenges involved in conservation and utilization such as numerous bottlenecks to break
through, namely technologies for earthquake resistance, fire prevention, design and construction, as well as
laws, real estate, finance and inheritance, all for the building of a place where research can be conducted
organizationally and systematically, with exchanges of information and knowledge abound. OPEN NAGAYA is
a crucial venue where we hope that the nagaya network established here would become a permanent
purveyor of mutual learning.

Turning to the redevelopment of Osaka, there are several other events held in that city every fall that involve
the opening of buildings to the public. Although the hosts, scale and objectives may be slightly different, the
sharing and promoting of the value of architectural environment design is the one thing we all have in
common. Additionally, spontaneous and supportive open markets are held at sites in nagaya and machiya
(town house) several times a year. Placing flyers and maps at each other's sites, or placing each other's links
on the web are low-key forms of cooperation that we can do right away. An "Open House Osaka" akin to
London's where all of Osaka's charm and appeal are showcased to the general public may come true in the
near future.

FUJITA Shinobu, Representative of the OPEN NAGAYA OSAKA Executive Committee
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