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Development of Subject Search by
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Subject headings are important tools for subject access to library catalogs. In Japan there are
two main subject headings. This research presents a method of integrating multiple subject
headings using Nippon Decimal Classification (NDC) and develops a subject search by Basic
Subject Headings (BSH) and National Diet Library List of Subject Headings (NDLSH) using
NDC. Our method is comprised of three steps: (1) pattern-matching of subject headings based
on user input, (2) browsing an NDC category to find subject headings, and (3) suggesting NDC
categories based on user input for browsing to find subject headings. The third process, in
particular, compensates for the “no hit” problems in the first process and the mischoice of NDC

categories in the second process.
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