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The Real Situation of Mazu Worship (J#E{5{)
during the Song Dynasty

WANG Yanping

This paper is an attempt to elucidate the real image of Mazu Worship (#EfH{Z{11) during the Song
Dynasty, based on historical materials contemporary with Mazu.

In the early Northern Song, a woman Wu (ZZA%) who could foresee people’s fortunes and misfortunes
was born on the island of Meizhou Yu (JED of Xinghua Jun (BYLH) along the coastal area of Fujian.
This woman died, and became sacred as Meizhou Shennv (JEiM##7Zz). Also the first temple was built on
Meizhou Yu (JE#NIED) . During the later Northern Song, the worship of Meizhou Shennv (JEIM#72) devel-
oped by receiving a grant of tablet of Shunji (Jli#), and two more temples were built in Putian (g )
and Xianyou ({ili#%) of Xinghua Jun (B/LE).

Entering the Southern Song, the worship of Meizhou Shennv (JgiM#%() achieved a great expansion.
For one thing, Meizhou Shennv (JEM#7ZZ) was granted eleven times and the title was upgraded from
Furen (2 A) to Fei (I2). In addition, there are totally more than twenty four temples constructed in this
period. There are two main features of the spatial distribution of these temples. Firstly, the temples are
mainly concentrated on the coastal areas of Fujian (f&##), Guangdong (JA™) and Jiangzhe (7Lif)/
Jianghuai (JL#). Secondly, almost all the temples are located in the towns and ports belonging to the
coastal area of the sea or river.

Finally, Mazu (#&5fH) is now believed to be a Sea-Godness (#Ff#). However, the spiritual deeds which
happened during the Song Dynasty indicate that Mazu (lfH) was the patroness saint of the local area
possessing varied functions, for example, offering for rain or a clear sky, removing plague, foreseeing
fortunes or misfortunes, resisting pirates, changing the wind direction of the sea, safeguarding the seaway,
protecting naval forces, and defending against tidal waves. For her propagation from the original area

to other areas, local scholars, naval forces and merchants have played a role as the main factors.

Keywords : coastal area of Fujian, Mazu worship (BEfHIZ{0), grant of titles, distribution of temples,

spatial propagation
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