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The Gardens of Shaoxing and Activities of Living during the Song Dynasty

Hanqi ZHUANG

Shaoxing is a city located in Jiangnan, which has been developing well and has a long history and unique
culture. The Zhedong Canal land development and water transportation have brought Shaoxing a prosperous
economy. Beautiful natural scenery and famous scenic spots are perfect agents for promoting the development
of the private gardens in Shaoxing. The history of the gardens started from the Spring and Autumn period
and after the development of Six Dynasties, it reached the flourishing period for private gardens at the end
of the Ming dynasty. During the Song dynasty, especially in the Southern Song Dynasty after the south
move, when Shaoxing became an important political and economic center, the private gardens have not yet
been fully examined.

This paper examines the characteristics and garden functions of Shaoxing’s private gardens in the Song
Dynasty, and I have drawn some conclusions as follow below. Shaoxing, which was not only the center of
Zhedong (the eastern area of Zhejiang) in the Southern Song dynasty but also was the site of the imperial
mausoleum, had highly developed traffic, including the popular culture of Buddhism and collections of books.
Many of the private gardens were concentrated in Kuaiji County (£F&12), Shanyin County ([Lf£IE), Xinchang
County CGHrE), based on my work on reorganizing the data of the private gardens. The common feature
was that these gardens all relied on the natural scenery. Xinchang County, as a region in Shaoxing province,
is keen on education and we could know that passion from the structures and the functions of the local pri-
vate gardens. A private gardens such as Shenyuan, famous for its love story, has become a representative of
Shaoxing’s private garden and is now a famous tourist attraction. All these private gardens are closely
related to characteristicss of Shaoxing gardens mentioned above, and to the developed economy and culture
of Southern Song Dynasty.

Keywords : Shaoxing during the Song dynasty, private gardens, the activities of living, the culture of collect-
ing books, the business of education
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