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[[§32] On this meaningful occasion when Osaka City University lays a new milestone of excellence,
I would like to convey my heartfelt congratulations to the achievements of OCU's Educational Research
Association. I truly believe that this Association will continue to be a leading professional organization
in our area of educational research. Within the past years, there have been existing fruitful
collaborations between Osaka City University and East China Normal University in academic research,
faculty mobility, and student exchange. Starting from this new era, we sincerely hope to continue and
deepen our friendship and thus make a collective contribution to better educational development in

facing an uncertain future full of challenges.
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Prof. Dr. Gisela Schulze (Carl von Ossietzky University Oldenburg)
Prof. Dr. Heinrich Ricking (Carl von Ossietzky University Oldenburg)
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[[F32] University cooperation Osaka-Oldenburg

During a research stay in Japan in 2018, we, my colleague Prof. Heinrich Ricking and I from the Carl
von Ossietzky University Oldenburg, got to know colleagues and students from Osaka City University.
Within the framework of an interdisciplinary colloquium led by Prof. Dr. Soeda and Prof. Tsujino at
Osaka City University, we were able to exchange ideas and gain diverse insights into the Japanese
school system. Together we realised that the topic of school absenteeism research is very interesting
and forward-looking for international exchange and the related research and practice for both countries.
Thus, the desire for international cooperation arose on both sides and we prepared the conclusion of an
official cooperation agreement between the two universities in Oldenburg and Osaka.

In May 2019, the time had come. A cooperation agreement between Carl von Ossietzky University
Oldenburg and Osaka City University was formally concluded at a ceremony in Osaka. The
participants were: Prof. Dr. Kobayashi, Prof. Dr. Soeda, Prof. Dr. Tsujino, Prof. Dr. Schulze, Prof. Dr.
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Ricking. The two universities confirm their intention to work closely together in research and teaching
and to further develop academic exchange. - This laid the foundation for our far-reaching collegial
cooperation.

Since then, lecturers and, in the future, doctoral students from Oldenburg University and Osaka City
University have been able to come to the other institution for teaching and research stays. In 2018 and
2019, colleagues from Oldenburg were guests at Osaka City University. In 2019 and 2020, colleagues
from Osaka visited Carl von Ossietzky University Oldenburg. During the visits, public events took
place at the university, we jointly organised scientific symposia, we were guests in lectures and
discussions with students, we got to know schools, institutions and research projects, and we exchanged
views on joint publications. At the same time, an online exchange began in selected courses with the
participation of experts and students.

Unfortunately, due to the international Corona conditions, the direct face-to-face exchange had to be
interrupted from spring 2020.

Under the leadership of Prof. Tsujino et al., a joint seminar programme has been developed in which
lecturers, doctoral students, students and experts on the topic of truancy and school research from
Osaka and Oldenburg have been collaborating regularly since the summer of 2020, offering specialist
lectures and discussions. This series of events has met with great interest and other universities and
institutions are increasingly becoming involved. This event is now firmly established in the cooperation.
Furthermore, colleagues from both universities are working together on publications.

In a first publication, researchers have compiled the current state of research in both countries. Japan
and Germany have very different school systems and look at the subject from different angles and can
learn a lot from each other. This publication was published "The Scope of Public Education in Japan
and Germany with a Focus on ‘School Absenteeism™ in the online journal of Osaka City University
“UrbanScope” Vol. 10, May 2019 (https://urbanscope.lit.osaka-cu.ac.jp/2019/05/01/vol010/).

A publication on "School Absenteeism as an Object in Practice and Research - Perspectives from Japan
and Germany" in the Zeitschrift fiir Heilpadagogik (ZfH, Germany) is currently under review and will
be published in 2022.

Ideas and topics for further publications are being planned.

Future prospects

A research visit by colleagues from Oldenburg to Osaka is planned for May 2022, in which a Master's
student from Oldenburg will participate and conduct a pilot study. The results of this pilot study from
Germany and Japan will be used to jointly prepare an international research proposal on comparative
truancy research in both countries.

On behalf of the University of Oldenburg, we, Prof. Ricking and I, would like to express our sincere
thanks for the extremely inspiring cooperation with the colleagues, doctoral students and students at
Osaka City University. What we have learned through this unique multifaceted cooperation and what
we will continue to learn in the future is a great wealth of intercultural experience.

We would be extremely happy if we could continue the cooperation and the cooperation agreement in

the future and wish the new university a good start!





