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Conflicts among Public Health Nurses in Supporting Tuberculosis Patients Living at Home

~ Historical Changes in Tuberculosis Control and Literature Review of Health Activities ~
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Abstract

Objective : To find suggestions for countermeasures against emerging infectious diseases and future public health activities by
reviewing the knowledge of infectious disease control conducted by public health nurses in Japan and clarifying the conflicts of
public health nurses in supporting tuberculosis patients living at home.

Methods : I searched for literature published up to 2020 using the Web version of the Central Journal of Medicine, and 22 target
articles were included. From the descriptions in the literature, conflicts of public health nurses and tuberculosis control by public
health nurses were extracted and qualitatively analyzed.

Results : Two categories of conflicts of public health nurses in supporting TB patients living at home were extracted: conflicts
related to personal factors and conflicts related to environmental factors. For tuberculosis control by public health nurses, one
category, “Tuberculosis work of public health nurses,” was extracted.

Conclusion : It was suggested that there is a need for implementation and evaluation of current systems and systems, a need to
address social prejudice against tuberculosis, a need for comprehensive support beyond medical support, an importance of health
activities in infectious disease control. And a relationship between conflicts of public health nurses and social background was also

suggested.
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