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2 Impressions on the conference on prisons [ attended.

The idea of a conference on aspects of prison bringing together a variety of people
working and living in the Kansai area to enable them to exchange information, make
introductions form networks and to discuss topical matters was eminently good. It value
was clearly appreciated by the considerable number who attended and which included
university academics, probation officers, psychologists, persons from the Ministry of Health,
Welfare and Labour involved in resettling older and disabled prisoners and representatives
of religious groups. A great strength of the conference was that it was open to ordinary
citizens, a number of whom did join. Indeed some very interesting contributions were made
by them including that from a young women who explained how she had been drawn into
drug addiction and sex work, but who had been able to successfully transform her life.

The presentation from by a Christian pastor, a former yakuza member, on his work in
prison was highly informative of contemporary penal conditions and the need to increase
the opportunity for prisoners to be able to talk to prison staff, volunteers and each other to
enhance their skills in communication which are so important when released. The view by
the pastor that prison was not the answer to drug addiction was also clearly put.

The meeting was well organised and efficiently chaired, allowing all who wished to
express opinions and share information. Persons also discussed matters informally
afterwards.

Thanks to translations kindly made by Dr Megumi Yasuda, to whom I am very grateful,
I was able to follow the proceedings and ask questions to members afterwards which were

of much help to my research on probation and drug addiction in Japan.
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In my opinion it was a well organised, informative and useful conference to which I

was fortunate to be invited.

(A. WATSON)
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