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Nursing for Drug Dependent Patients in Medical Institutions in Japan: Literature Review

EH Y

Minori Takarada

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to review hospital nursing for drug dependent patients (inpatients) and to discuss future
challenges. Medical and nursing articles in the current literature (1958-2003) were reviewed. While drug dependent
patients are often considered by nursing to be “difficult,” these patients have not been studied systematically. Most of the
nursing studies on drug dependent patients occurred in the 1960s. These were times when extensive medical services were
required to meet the social needs of drug related problems. Many articles consider the emotional response of nurses to
drug dependent patients a problem. In future, nurses will be required to understand the social problems related to improper
drug use and study them systematically. Studies on the emotional response of nurses to drug dependent patients and its

influence on patient care are of special importance.
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