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The structure of receptive attitudes toward different cultures

MUKAI Yuriko KANEKO Satoru

Abstract : This study investigates the structure of receptive attitudes toward different cultures
and their relationship to actual cross-cultural contacts. We developed a new scale that enabled us
to measure multiple aspects of receptive attitudes toward different cultures. First. a preparatory
survey was conducted to choose the relevant items for scales. Then, in a main survey,
participants completed questionnaires concerning receptive attitudes toward different cultures and
the degree of cross-cultural contact they had experienced. Receptive attitudes toward different
cultures revealed four subcomponents: attitudes of denial; tensions about foreigners; personal
interest: and generally receptive attitudes. Attitudes of denial and generally receptive attitudes
didn't relate to actual cross-cultural contact, however, tensions about foreigners and personal
interest did. In addition, there were significant differences between rural and urban people but
only in the tensions about foreigners and the personal interest. Receptive attitudes toward
different cultures consist of general and personal levels, although only personal levels directly
affected actual receptive behaviors. That is to say, generally receptive attitudes and attitudes of
denial indirectly influence receptive behaviors while tensions about foreigner and personal
interest directly affect them.





