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Target Costing Research: A Review and
Implications for Future Research

Zhigiang Bu

Summary

The aim of this paper is to analyze the trends of target costing research during
the past twenty years, and point out topics for future research. First, we examine
the development of target costing research in Japan by reviewing the main Japa-
nese literature on target costing. Second, we discuss the development of target
costing research in the West. Then, we analyze the trends in studies on target
costing in Japan and the Westl. Finally, we present some important topics for

further research.
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