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But it is not possible to express the discouragement and melancholy that seized us all when we came thither; for when

we made the headland of the cape, we were surprised to see the shore fall away on the other side as much as it had
advanced on this side, and a great deal more; and that, in short, if we would venture over to the shore of Africa, it must
be from hence, for that if we went further, the breadth of the sea still increased, and to what breadth it might increase we
knew not.

While we mused upon this discovery, we were surprised with very bad weather, and especially violent rains, with thunder
and lightning, most unusually terrible to us. In this pickle we run for the shore, and getting under the lee of the cape, run
our frigates into a little creek, where we saw the land overgrown with trees, and made all the haste possible to get on
shore, being exceeding wet, and fatigued with the heat, the thunder, lightning and rain.

Here we thonght our case was very deplorable indeed, and therefore our artist, of whom I have spoken so often, set up a

great cross of wood on the hill which was within a mile of the headland, with these words, but in the Portuguese lanquage :

Point Desperation. Jesus have mercy.
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It was a vast howling wilderness——not a tree, a river, or a green thing to be seen ; for, as far as the eye could look,

nothing but a scalding sand, which, as the wind blew, drove about in clouds enough to overwhelm man and beast. Nor




could we see any end of it either before us, which was our way, or to the right hand or left ; so that truly our men began

to be discouraged, and talk of going back again. Nor could we indeed think of venturing over such a horrid place as that
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before us, in which we saw nothing but present death.
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We saw abundance of elephants at a distance, and observed they always go in very good company, that 1s to say,

abundance of them together, and always extended in a fair line of battle ; and this, they say, is the way they defend

themselves from their enemies ; for if lions or tigers, wolves or any creatures, attack them, they being drawn in line,

)

sometimes reaching five or six miles in length, whatever comes in their way is sure to be trod under foot, or beaten in
pieces with their trunks, or lifted up in the air with their trunks ; so that if a hundred lions or tigers were coming along,
if they meet a line of elephants, they will always fly back till they see room to pass by the right hand or the left ; and
if they did not, it would be impossible for one of them to escape ; for the elephant, though a heavy creature, is . yet so
dexterous and nimble with his trunk, that he will not fail to lift up the heaviest lion, or any other wild creature, and throw

him up in the air quite over his back, and then trample him to death with his feet---and I believe there might be 2000
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elephants in row or line.
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