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The Rules of "Endgame”

ODANAKA Akihiro

Samuel Beckett's third play, "Endgame" (1957} seems to be related to a kind of game. As the
author admitted, this relationship has been thought to remain an analogy which connects Hamm
with a lost king in the game of chess. If we have some knowledge of theory of games developed
in such disciplines as mathematics and economics, however, this play could bhe seen under a
completely new aspect; it is a game concerning complicity between two persons struggling for
"gain”. The situation in which two characters of the play, Hamm and Clov, are found has
striking similarity to a so-called "prisoner's dilemma" in game theory. In this dilemma, the best
choice for two players seems to betray each other. But if the game is repeated almost
interminably as has been the case with the evolution of species, a possible strategy (that is to
say, not the worst one) for "players” would turn out to be that of "tip for tat". In other words,
two "prisoners" have no alternative but to be in complicity against their will as long as the game
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continues. This interpretation of the play would give a possibility of staging "Endgame” under
different angle from which Beckett himself conceived.
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