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Apostasy in Contemporary Malaysia:
An Example of Institutionalized Islam

TAWADA Hiroshi

The aim of this paper is to analyze how Islamic doctrine, especially apostasy. is
institutionalized in contemporary Malaysia. After the introduction, part 2 discuses the four
features of the institutionalization of Islam in Malaysia. PPart 3 describes states’ enactments and
administrational procedure of apostasy. In part 4, two court judgments, in both of which the
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relation of apostasy and religious treedom is disputed, are described in detail. Part 5 discusses
why apostasy is institutionalized so vaguely.

Some of the Islamic teachings seem to be incompatible with the "universal” modern values such
as human rights, the equality between men and women, freedom of religion. But Malaysia as a
modern nation state has to share these “universal" values and wants to do so. Laws and court
judgments of apostasy in Malaysia will provide us with some clues to consider how Islamic
doctrine is adjusted to the "universal” values and realized in modern society.





