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Oriental Seduction in The Sign of Four
TAKANOBU Tanaka

In the 1890s "the anxiety of reverse colonization” was caused as a counteraction to the rise of
imperialism and rendered by many late-Victorian novels. Among them is Conan Doyle's The Sign of
Four (1890), whose plot merges two subgenres that were popular at that time: the invasion narrative
and the Mutiny narrative. [t is true that stability is restored at the end, but under it an ambiguity
which shakes the ideology of English imperialism is concealed. The heterogeneous such as the oriental
commodity or living invades English bodies and exposes the national identity to danger. Englishmen
reveal their weakened bodies and savagery through their relation to the Empire. Even Holmes, who
can control and dominate the heterogeneous in spite of his fascination with it, has various kinds of
two-sidedness that arouse anxiety in readers. He has some elements incompatible with the image of
an ideal Englishman. It became difficult to maintain Englishness at the end of the century. Not only
that, both Doyle and his readers fell under the charm of and felt thrilling pleasure with ambiguity
while they felt the threat to the wholencss of their bodies and nation.






