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"Institutionalization" of Polygamy
in Contemporary Malaysia:
Between Islam and Civil Value

TAWADA Hiroshi

The aim of this paper is to analyze how polygamy among Muslims is institutionalized in contempo-
rary Malaysia, and Lo show how Islamic doctrine is adjusted to the so called modern/civil values.
After the introduction, part 2 discuses the diversity of Islam in Malaysia, especially in discourses and
practices of Malay Muslims. Part 3 describes the polygamy in Islam with relerence to the Quran and
its interpretation. In part 4, the provision of polygamy, which was introduced in the state Islamic
Family Law enactments early 1980, is described in detail. Part 5 discusses the disputes on the amend-
ments of those enactments.

Some of the Islamic teachings like polygamy seem to be incompatible with the “universal” modern
values, and are usually criticized as outdated and discriminatory. But most of Muslims are sincerely
considering how the [slamic value should be applied to the modern/civil society. The disputes and
development of the institutionalization of polygamy in Malaysia will show us this process concretely.

153






