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ADiscourseAnalysisoftheUj0tiJ-clauseConstruction

ＫＩＮＵＧＡＳＡＴａｄａｓｈｉ

Inthispaper,thefbcusliesondiscoveringwhatkindofdifferenceofmeaningthem"

tjl-clausehasinrelationtotheprogressivefbrm、TheurLtjJ-clausewiththeprogressive

formmeanstwotypesoftime：(i)几０t…lmtjJtype：somethinghappensduringashort

periodoftime,anditisusedwhenweregretIhetimingisratherla[e､(ii)ｕ）αitmutiltype：

ｗａｉｔｆＯｒｔｈｅｒｉｇｈｔｐｅｒｉｏｄｏｆｔｉｍｅｔｏｃｏｍｅ・Andtheumtil-clauseincludingtheprogressive

fbrmalsomeanstwotypｅｓｏｆｒｃｓｕｌｔ：unintentionalorintentionalresulLAslbrthemain

clauseincludingtheprogressivelbrmthe叫几ttl-clausemeanstime(thereoccurredsome

happening)ｏｒ(unintentional）result（theultimatepomtofthemainclause).Thetypical

patternofthisconstructionisthateue”thj"ｇｊｓｇｏｍｇｕﾉe〃/smoothlym"Zjl….ＴｈｅＳ１

ｕｍｔｉノS2patternwithouttheprogressiveｆｂｒｍｉｎｅｉｔｈｅｒＳＩｏｒＳ,ａｌｓｏｍｅａｎｓｔｉｍｅａｎｄ

(unintentionalorintemional)result・WhenthepatternmeansresulLthesubjectofthe

mainclausedoessomething(andaccomplishesit),andthenextsituationfOllows,ｂｕｔｔｈｅ

ｍ"tjl-clauseincludingtheprogressivefbrmdoessomethingfOrthepurposeofdoingitto

theultimatedegreeortheintendedpoinLandthcresultingsituationcontinuesfOrawbile・

WtJitmFLUjJ…constructionagainmeans・ｔｏｗａｉｔ[bｒｔｈｅｒｉｇｈｔｔｉｍｅｔｏｄｏｓｏｍｅｔｂｉ､9.,

1．Introduction

Ｔｈｅｕｓａｇｅｏｆｕ几tjJ-clauseissuperhciallyeasyfOrlearnersofEnglishtoundersta､｡,but

actuauyitisnotsoeasy・WhenweconsultCOlJj"sCOBUILDEFzg！jshDjctjo几ｍｙ/b7Ad‐

Ｕα几cedLear"ers,welindtwodefinitionslbrthem几tjﾉｰclause．

（１）Ⅱsomethinghappensuntilaparticulartime､ithappensduringtheperiodbefOre

ｔｈａｔｔｉｍｅａｎｄｓｔｏｐｓａｔｔｈａｔｔｉｍｅ.〔ﾉ、メノ1971,ﾉｔｅｍｑｓα/Zig/i-rQ'ＭＢｍｇｏがciaZi〃Ｚｂｅ

ＣＣ几かaJCOmmittee./CO"sHmersu）ｈｏｈｑｕｅｕ）αitedⅡ"tiJCz/bertﾉＺｅＣｈ７ｊｓｔｍＱｓｈｏＪｊｄｑｙ

ｔｏｄｏｔﾉDQthoJid〔Ｉｙｓｈ０ｐｐｍｇ/IlDajtedlmtjljZgoｔｄａｒｌＢ.／ＳｔｉｒｕﾉｉｔﾉiQmetqJSpoo几[J几til

thesugarAaScljsso肋ed．

(2)Youuseuntilwithanegativetoemphasizethemomentintimeafterwhichｔｈｅ

ｒｅstofyourstatementbecomestrue,ortheconditionwhichwouldmakeittrue．
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T1ﾉbetmﾉﾌﾞ?cJaI4ﾉsdo几lttQhee/ifbctu几tjJthee几ｄｏ/tﾉLeyeqr./１，ﾉ〔zs几０，几tjJJ9IItﾉZqt

ZheβrstO/ｔｈｅｕｊｔＱｍｊ几ｓｍａｓｊｄｅ几tiβＧｄ./Ｔ１ｈｅＥＣｕﾉiJJ几otJj/Zitssa几ctionsⅢ"tiZ2ﾉtat

couFzZEymakespoJjZicaJｃｈａｎｇｅｓ．

Thedictionarytellsusgeneralbasicmeanings,ｂｕｔｗｅｃａｎｎｏｔｋｎｏｗｗｈｙｅｘａｍｐｌｅ３ｃｏｒ

３dismarginallyorhardlyacceptableForexample,thesubjectin3cwasdancinguntilthe

timeofthemusicstopping,ｓofromthedictionarydeHnitionofl，example3cseemstobe

perfectlyacceptablebutitisn,tso.

AlexdanceduFzti【themusicstopped

Alexkeptdancing皿几tZJthemusicstopped．

(?)Alexwasdancing1mtiJthemusicstopped．

?｡Alexdancedzmtiノthemusicwasstopping．

(3)ａ、

ｂ

Ｃ

ｄ (Kittredgel969：45-56）

ＬｅａｒｎｅｒｓｏｆＥｎｇｌｉｓｈｔｅｎｄｔｏｕｓｅｔｈｅｕmtjJ-clauseatrandombecausewedonotknow

thedelicatenuancelyingthereAnditisparticularlydifliculttounderstandwhetheritis

acceptablewhenthemainclauseorthe皿"til-clauseincludestheprogressiｖｅｆＯｒｍ・Inthis

paper，thefocusliesondiscoveringwhatkindofdifferenceofmeaningtheLmZjl-clause

hasinrelationtotheprogressivefOrm，andknowledgeaboutitcouldhelplearnersto

understandhowtousetheu几tjJ-clause．

２．Traditionalinformation

ＱｕｉｒｋｅｔａＬ(1985:1080)saythatthethreewordsLmtjJ,ｔｊ",ａｎｄ６ｅ/b7eindicatethatthe

situationinthemainclauseoccurredbefOreorleadinguptothesituationinthesubordinate

clause・ＵｍｊＪｍａｒｋｓｔｈｅｔｉｍｅｕｐｔｏｗｈｉｃｈｔｈｅｓｉtuationinthemainclauseapplies・Ｔｈｉｓｉｓ

ｅｘｅｍｐｌｉＨｅｄｉｎ４ａａｎｄ４ｂｂｅｌｏｗ．

(4)aIdislikedMauriceuntilIgottoknowhim

bThechildrenwerenoisyu"ｔｉＪｔｏｌｄｔｏｂｅｑｕｉｅｔ． (ＱｕｉｒｋｅｔａＬｌ９８５：1081）

Theyalsostatethatthemainclauseｎｅｅｄｎｏｔｂｅｄｕｒａｔｉｖｅｉｎｔｈｅｂｅ/b7e-clauseconstruction

asin5a，whilethemainclausemustbeduratiｖｅｉｎｔｈｅＬＬ几tiJ-clauseconstruction，the

durativelastingtothetimeindicatedbythemztil-clause，andanegativeclauseisalways
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durativeeventhoughthecorrespondingpositiveclauseisnotdurative,sincetheabsence

oftheeventextendsthroughouttheindicatedperiod・Examples5band5cdemonstratethe

durativefeaturesowhereasexample5dbecomesunacceptableduetotheclashbetweenthe

word‘started，andthedurativefeatureofthemainclausefbllowedbythemDZiJ-clause、

Ｔｈｅｙａｄｄｔｈａｔｔｈｅｚｍｔｊﾉｰc1ausemayimplyresultasweUastiｍｅ､ThezL"til-clauseexpresses

theresultoftheactivitydescribedinthemainclauseasin5c．

Istartedmymeal6e/breAdamarrived．

Ｉdid､，tstartmymealm几ZilAdamarrived

ShemassagedherlegumtjJitstoppedhurting

･IstartedmymealH几tiJAdamarrived．

(5)ａ

ｂ

ｃ

。． (ibidj

Theseexamplesofferagoodoverviewofthegeneraltraditionalviewsoftheuseofthe

mztil-clause・Butwewillseethatthegeneralviewsleavesomeimportantcasesunexplained

lnthenextsection,afewpreviousresearchstudieswillbepresentedbefOreturningtothe

observationsofthecurrentstudyinsection4

３．PreviousResearch

Ｔｈｅｃｏｒｒｅｃｔｕｓａｇｅｏｆｔｈｅｕ〃tiJ-clauseishugelydependentontheunderstandingof

durative(orimperfective)clausesKittredge(1969：45-56)showswhethereachexampleof

6a-disacceptableonwhethertheclauseisimperfectiveorperfectiveFollowingVendler

(1967)，ｓａｎｄＳｍｉｔｈ（1997)'sanalysis,ｔｏｄｑ"ｃｅａｎｄｔｏｌｃｅｅｐｄｑ几ｃｍｇａｒｅ‘Activityverb，

phrases,ａｎｄｓｏｔｈｅｙａｒｅｄｕｒａｔｉｖｅｗｈｅｒｅａｓｔｏｓtOpisan1Achievementverb',andsoitis

non-durative・Aslongaswelookatexamples6a-d,themainclauseshouldbedurative(or

imperfective),ａｎｄｔｈｅｕ几"ﾉｰclauseshouldbenon-durative(orperfective).Itseemsthatthe

progressivefOrm6e-mgisdurative(orimperfective),butKittredge(1969)doesnotofferan

explanationwhy(6c)isamarginaUyacceptablesentence．

(6)aAlexdanced叫几tiﾉthemusicstopped

S,(imperfective）Ｓ血erfective）

ｂ・Alexkeptdancingu几tiJthemusicstopped

S,(imperfective）Ｓ２(perIective）
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