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Making Japanese Art History
by Tenshin Okakura Kakuzo and Its Sources

KAWASHIMA Kazuho

It has been believed that Okakura's lectures delivered at Tokyo University of Arts from 1890 through
1892 is the first “Japanese Art History.” However, his lectures are surely bascd on several history books
on Arts written in the Edo period. He also seems to have read William Anderson’s “Pictorial Arts” in
Ernest M. Satow’s “A Handbook for Travellers in Central and Northern Japan™ published in London in
1884, Interestingly. both Okakura and Anderson refer to “Honcho Gashi (Japanese History of Pictorial
Arts)” written in the 17th century. Yet they showed different ideas about Japanese Arts, as making
Japanese Art History was most important for Okakura in order to demonstrate the independence of
Modern Japan in a Western way.
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