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Preliminary Study on the Competitive Visions for
Nation in Contemporary Malaysia

TAWADA Hiroshi

The aim of this paper is to describe the diversity and multiplicity of the reality for Malaysian people
by focusing on the various visions for nation in contemporary Malaysia.

In part I, [ will point out the necessity to pay attention to the diversily of the vision for nation to
understand the reality in which each Malaysians are living, Part II describes the commemorating
ceremony of the Malaysian independence in detail. In part III, based on the analysis of the ceremony,
I will discuss that the vision for nation defined by Malaysian authority is the one in which multi-ethnic
groups are living harmoniously under the Malay leadership. Part IV discusses the different kind of
visions for nation from the authority defined one by referring to two topics widely disputed recently in
Malaysia. In part V it is considered that the ethnicity, on which the authority defined vision for nation
is constructed, is transforming with the social change caused by the economic growth of Malaysia, and
that a totally new reality is emerging. Finally, three subjects for further consideration of Malaysian

nation will be suggested.
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