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A Descriptive Analysis of the Noun-Modifying Particle
No in Japanese

NIWA Tetsuya

The aim of this paper is to propose a perspective for describing the usages of the noun modifying
particle no in Japanese. In X no Y constructions, if element X or Y has some intrinsic semantic
relation to the other, I call it "a relational term" and if X or Y does not have such a relation, I call it
"an autonomous term.” X no Y constructions are classified into the following three types: (A) the
case that X is a relational term and Y is an autonomous one ("the modifier relational type”), (B) the
case that Y is a relational term and X is an autonomous or relational one ("the head noun relational
type”). and (C) the case that both X and Y are autonomous terms ("the unexpressed relation type").
Relational terms and autonomous terms form a continuum, thus these three types are mutually
continuous.

In type (C), although the relation between X and Y is supplemented with adequate meaning
through pragmatic inference, its usage is restricted to either X or Y subsisting in or being
accompanied by the other in some way.

No has several alternative expressions, such as na, toiu, niyoru etc. and there are some cases in
which the other expressions are preferred to no in spite of it belonging to either (A), (B) or (C).
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