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“Islam” and “the Secular” in Malaysian Islam:
With Special Reference to the Disputes on “the Islamic State Malaysia”

TAWADA Hiroshi

The aim of this paper is to consider the relation of Islam and state in modern "secularized” society,
with special reference to the case of Malaysia. Part I discusses the secularization theory, especially
the one proposed by J. Casanova, in which the secularization as the differentiation of the secular
spheres from the religious is considerd structural in modern society. After the brief introduction of
the relation of Islam and the state in Malaysia in part II, part 1II describes the recent disputes on
"Islamic State Malaysia", especially between the ruling party UMNO and the opposition PAS, in
detail. In part IV, based on the analysis on the notion of the "Islamic State” of both sides and the
critical difference between them, a new conceptualization of Islam and the secular in today's
secularized society will be shown, This case study of Malaysian Islam shows, neither the decline of
Islam in secularization nor the revival of Islam as the anti secularization movement, but the various
versions of Islam in contemporary secular society.
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