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Discourse of Media on “Riot” in France:
The Case of Autumn 2005

CHUJO Takeshi

Riots (émeutes) in the suburbs (banlieues) of France have been a major social problem since the
1980s. A period of high economic growth (1945—1974) led to a rapid urbanization in French suburbs
and the construction of rent-controlled apartment complexes to house the increasing population of
immigrants from rural areas and neighbouring countries. From the beginning, the economic
groupings of this workforce became an issue which with time led to situations of discrimination and
racism. In the 1980s the “youth” living in these “banlieue” apartment complexes revolted against
what they saw as discrimination, and the conflict between them and the authorities, particularly the
police, led to riots. At that time, reports of the riots in the French media were sensationalised. The
riots were seen from different sides of the same situation: riots as acts of protest, on the one hand,
and riots as acts of violence, on the other hand. However, the words “banliecue” and yvouth are not
substantiated; that is to say, they are not clearly defined as a place and a group, although both
terms are used in the media as entities. Furthermore both are linked to “riots™. By analyzing the
discourse of the media reporting on the riots in the autumn of 2005, the usage of “banlieue” (suburb)
and youth was verified and the results clarified two points. Firsi, the meaning of these words
changes with time and depending on the situation therefore they are not tangible entities. Second, in
spite of this, these words continue to be used in predominantly negative contexts.
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