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War and Melodrama: Woman's Figure in the French
Theater during the First World War

ODANAKA Akihiro

The war time theater in France between 1914 - 1918 is marked by strong melodramatic aspects; it
emphasizes simplified high emotions linked with patriotism in terms of manichaeistic view of good and
evil. Female characters were also “mobilized” as an incarnation of “Beautiful Souls” who encourage “Just
Warriors” in the battlefield. However, as the war went long and serious, it became evident that the
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melodramatic structure of war plays could no longer serve for propaganda. The present study analyzes
how the French theater of the day failed to represent the realities of war by way of female characters
such as patriotic mothers, marraines (godmother), and strong women.

Keywords: French Theater, First World War, Melodrama, Woman, Marraines.



