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Islam Consumed: Islam and Consuming Culture in
Contemporary Malaysia

TAWADA Hiroshi

This paper explores how and why Islam is consumed among Malay Muslims in contemporary
Malaysia. Part 1 discusses the fact that even Islam is consumed in modern consuming societies and
the consumption of Islam can be described most aptly in local context. In part 2, as background of the
discussion, the increase of Malay middle class and their "Islamization" process are introduced. Part 3
describes, based on the ethnographic observations, some examples of the consumption of Islam in detail.
In part 4 it is showed that Islam should be consumed "properly" according to the Islamic norm, but in
practice there are various kinds of "proper” ways, sometimes conflicting one another. Part 5 analyzes
the consumption of Islam with the relation of identity and class formation among the Malay Muslims.
By consuming Islam, Malays show their identity in the multi ethnic/religious society, and realize the
emerging social stratification among them.
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