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Selling Culture
—Two Kinds of Soft Power of Malaysia—

TAWADA Hiroshi

This paper explores how culture is sold to get the outcomes what a country/society wants, and
conversely how selling cuiture changes the country/society itself, with special reference to the case
of Malaysia. The first part reconsiders the soft power concept introduced by Joseph Nye and also
clarifies the term such as cultural commeodity and cultural image for further discussicn. Part 2 and
part 3 focus on “cultural diversity” and “progressive Islam” respectively, both of which are con-
sidered to be the soft power resources of Malaysia. “Cultural diversity” sold in various ways shows
that Malaysia is an ethnically harmonious country, and “progressive Islam” realized in Islamic
finance and the international Halal hub tells that Islam and modern industrial society coexist in
contemporary Malaysia. Part 4 points out that soft power affects the society of origin reflectively.
In Malaysia, this reflection makes the boundary among the three ethnic groups, that is Malay,
Chinese and Indian, more strictly, and turns Malaysian society more Islamic. In part 5, it is con-
cluded that though the discourse of soft power in Malaysia has contributed to the nation building,
it considers culture to be primordial and suppresses the diverse experiences of everyday life.




