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A Charter School Implementing a Two-Way
Immersion Program: The Significance and
Factors of Compatibility of Securing
Accountability and Realizing Bilingualism

TAKIZAWA Jun

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the significance and factors of compatibility of securing
accountability and realizing bilingualism focusing on a charter school implementing a two-way
immersion program.

In California, bilingual education programs in the public schools have been restricted by Proposi-
tion 227 since it was passed in 1998. In this situation, however, charter schools that are reguired to
be accountable for the English language abilities and academic achievements in English can imple-
ment a two-way immersion program which is part of bilingual education.

In this study, The Language Academy of Sacramento (LAS), a charter school in Sacramento, is
examined as a case of charter school implementing a two-way Immersion program.

In 2008, Sacramento City Unified School District Board of Education evaluated the educational
results of LAS and approved its charter renewal. This means that accountability required by Pro-
position 227 at the state level decision was compatible with bilingualism which parents and students
of LAS sought. This also means the possibility of bilingualism for social integration.

In summary there seam to be two factors the charter school has for securing accountability and
realizing bilingualism. First, the socio economic condition, which was considered in the criteria of
the charter renewal.

Second, the fact that teachers developed their own professional abilities, and they changed parents’
mind getting their support and achieved accountability.




