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The phases of physically based making sense in
junior high school Japanese folk music

appreciation classes:
Using Kawachi Ondo as a teaching material
incorporated body expression activity

AZUMA Mariko

This paper clarifies the phases of physically based making sense in junior high school Japanese
folk music appreciation classes by considering the use of Kawachi Ondo, which incorporates bedy
expression activity as a teaching material. According to Dewey's theories of meaning generation
from the angle of the physical function, a process of making sense in music learning is formulated,
whereby, 1) the “quality” of sounds and music are accepted, and a “feeling” is experienced through
physical sensory organs; 2) the “quality” is identified, and the “feeling” make “sense” based on an
action; and 3) language is assigned to thai “sense” for the purpose of share among athers.Junior
high school appreciation classes were analyzed using these definitions, incorporating body expression
activity through the creation of a Kawachi Ondo-based hon-odori dance performed by students. The
following conclusions were drawn: 1) “Qualities” of Kawachi Ondo such as “suppleness” and “live-
liness” were distinguishable in the movements, and these movements were independently performed
by each individual, 2} Members of the group mimicked movements with identified “qualities.” 3)
Specific movements were chosen from the mimicked movements and repeated among the members
of the group. 4) Variations began to occur during the repetition of these specific movements among
the group members.
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