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BHEBO D L 2003 EED TN L100 556 85
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Islam in the Age of Tourism with Special Reference
to Contemporary Malaysia

TAWADA Hiroshi

This paper explores the relationship between Islamic doctrine and tourism, with particular refer-
ence to contemporary Malaysia. Today tourism is becoming an important industry in both Muslim
and non-Muslim countries. This paper is concerned with the way Islam, as a total way of life for
Muslim societies, is adjusted to the modern tourism which is secular in nature and, sometimes
opposed to the Islamic values. After the introduction, part 2 clarifies the idea of tourism and host-
guest relations in Islamic doctrine. In part 3 as background for further discussion, the development
of tourism industry in Malaysia is shown briefly. Part 4 discusses the “cultural diversity” and Islam
as tourism resources of Malaysia and points out Islam is fragmented into the one component of
“cultural diversity” in tourism. In part 9, the acceptance of non-Muslim visitors into mosques is
considered. Muslims treat them in “double standard” way, that is, they regard them as non-Muslims
in the Islamic doctrine and, at the same time, as guests in the tourism point of view. It is coneluded
that to understand Islam today we have to consider Islam in the interaction with the secular value
and the economic logic of the modern society.
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