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Kitaro Nishida’s Position on ‘Self-consciousness’:
From the Zeitgeist of the Taisho Era

KOHSAKA, Shiro

Kitaro Nishida’s book “Intuition and Reflection in Self-consciousness” was published by Iwanami
Shoten in 1917. His development into philosophy started with his position on ‘the pure experience’
in the book “An Inquiry into the Good”. This was followed by his position on ‘self-consciousness’ in
“Intuition and Reflection in Self-consciousness” and finally on ‘place’ in “The Last Standpoint”, in
which he changed his theoretical inquiry after 1918 from the standpoint of the subject to that of
the adverb. From this notion of ‘place’ his Showa Era started, after he devoted himself to ‘public
dialectics’. Most have scrutinized Nishida’s philosophical evolvement from his development of
thought, or its philosophical embodiment in regard to ethics, art, history and the state etc., or its
inner relationships. Others have also discussed its relation to world philosophy. In this paper I would
like to examine Kitaro Nishida’s intellectual evolvement as an individual endeavor and how it relates
to the zeitgeist of the Taisho Era. In his historical limitation (“from being limited to limiting”),
Kitaro Nishida’s philosophy opened up the spirit of these times. Lastly I want to bring East Asia’s
influence in the picture, as Japan’s philosophical agency was substantially determined by world
philosophy and its contemporary thoughts.





