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Putrajaya—The Ideal and Reality of Islamic Urban
Landscape

TAWADA Hiroshi

This paper examines how Islam is practiced in globalized society through a case study
of Islamic architecture, with special reference to Putrajaya, Malaysia's new administrative
capital. With the development of “Islamization” since the 1980s, the Malaysian state
has adopted Middle Eastern Islamic styles for national buildings instead of vernacular
and modernist ones used before. In this paper, I will clarify this recent change of the
architectural style and urban landscape. After the introduction, Part 2 shows the transition
of architectural style of prominent mosques in Malaysia. Part 3 describes the formation of
Putrajaya and its Middle Eastern Islamic aesthetics of architecture and landscape. Part 4
argues this Middle Eastern orientation in architecture with the relation of Malay politics
between UMNO and PAS, and also ethnic politics between Malays and non-Malays. Part
5 discusses the orientation to Middle Eastern Islam of Putrajaya as ‘theming” (one of the
four trends of Disneyization) and “urbanalization”. Part 6 concludes that “Islamization” of
Putrajaya is driven by both Islamic principle and the factor common to cities in postmodern

age.
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