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A Study of the Nature of Social Work Aadvocacy
: Focusing on Advocacy for People Who Have Inadequate Ability to Make Decisions

Naoko UNOURA *', Nobuyuki IWAMA** and Fumiharu YAMAGATA *?

Graduate School of Human Life Science, Osaka City University

Summary

The purpose of this study was to consider the nature of social work advocacy. For that purpose, we
focused on advocacy for people who have inadequate ability to make decisions, and researched how social
workers understand their feelings and thoughts in practice.

As a result, we were able to define a framework of understanding the feelings and thoughts of people
who have inadequate ability to make decisions. This framework is composed of six elements. Also these
six elements are derived from social work value, and makes social workers focus on the nature of human
being.

We conclude that social work advocacy is to attempt to enhance the worth and dignity of human being,
and to ensure that a person can live as he wishes.
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