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Bibliographical study of positive and negative caregiving appraisal by family
caregivers : Examination of the structure of scales and focusing on the concept
“caregiving appraisal’

Michiyo HIROSE

Graduate School of Human Life Science, Osaka City University

Summary

The present study examined the issues of scales measuring psychological aspects of caregivers caring
for the frail elderly. Through the domestic and foreign literature reviewed, the scale structure and rep-
resentative scales related to positive and negative appraisal were surveyed and arranged. The author fo-
cused on the “Caregiving Appraisal” composed of positive and negative segments developed by Lawton.
and showed its importance and usefulness.

This concept has been considered as neutral appraisal and has given much impact on studies. The au-
thor proposed to develop scales based on this “Caregiving Appraisal”. which both major concepts were
properly selected without duplication, as an indicator of the measurement for the caregiver. And this
could lead to better emotional support for the caregivers as well as could enable the measurement well
balanced both positively and negatively.
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