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Significance of maternal and child living support facilities:
positioning of the child protection system’s construction process

Naomi NAKASHIMA™
“IGraduate School of Human Life Science, Osaka City University

Summary
This study aims to reveal the significance of maternal and child living support facilities, one of the facilities of
the Japanese child protection system. This study emphasized on the Japanese child protection system’s
construction process and focused on the positioning of maternal and child living support facilities while
examining the child protection system during committee meetings of the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare from 2003 to 2011., Furthermore, the study also analyzed the significance of these facilities. The
results of the study clarified the following four points: (1) the services of the maternal and child living support
facilities are essential for child and family welfare; (2) they ascribe great importance to a precautionary
approach; (3) they need to be concerned with the community; and (4) they not only support child care but also

care for expectant and nursing mothers.
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