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Abstract

This study focuses on factors considered by public health nurses in creating individual plans
for patients requiring evacuation and medical assistance in the case of a disaster and the various
associated factors.

A self-administered questionnaire was conducted by mail targeting public health nurses
nationwide in designated and core cities. These were public health nurses in charge of handling
patients requiring evacuation and medical assistance. We asked whether they made individual
plans on a patient-by-patient basis. The median was set as the cutoff value to compare the high
and low groups. A logistic regression analysis was used on the items where a difference was
found between the two groups. This was set at a significance level of less than 5% for the
relationship between the local governments’ disaster preparedness status, the respondents’ basic
information, knowledge, experience, skills, attitudes, and perceptions toward individual planning.

The valid response rate was 38.1% (256 people). After excluding other effects due to the
logistic regression analysis, the items that were significantly related to the intention to create
individual plans for persons requiring evacuation assistance indicated high meaningfulness in
terms of protecting the lives of those requiring evacuation assistance, high awareness that
individual planning is the role of public health nurses, knowledge of preparation procedures,
knowledge of forms, and low awareness of the lack of preparation time.
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