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Mitsukoshi Department Store and the History of the
Fashion Business in Tokyo, Japan

Osami Tomizawa

Summary

This paper focuses on the 120-year history of Mitsukoshi Department Store.
The history of the store can be divided into eihgt periods. Mitsukoshi was an
innovator until 1937 and a quasi-innovator during the fifth period (1950 to 1968).
However, the diversification of consumer tastes and appearance of the newer
fashionable districts in Tokyo have made Mitsukoshi neither an innovator nor
a quasi-innovator. On the other hand Isetan Department Store has been an inno-
vator after WWIL. Mitsukoshi has been luxury-oriented, whereas Isetan has been
merchandising-oriented. Recently, the former has adapted poorly to the changing

conditions, whereas the latter has adapted well to the same.
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